
WYWLA College Prep Information 

 
Promotion 

From Grade Promotion Criteria Credits  

9 English I, two credits in the 
areas of mathematics, social 
studies, or science, and one 
additional credit 

4 

10 English II, one credit in 
mathematics, one in social 
studies, one in science, and 
four additional credits 

8 

11 English III and enrollment in a 
program which, if successfully 
accomplished, will result in 
the completion of graduation 
requirements 

14 

 

Graduation Criteria 

Future-Ready Core Courses and Requirements 

English 4 credits 

Mathematics 4 credits 

Science 3 credits 

Social Studies 4 credits 

Health & Physical Education 1 credit 

Electives 6 credits (2 Second Language)/(4 Core or CTE) 

Total 22 Credits 

 

 

 



Four/Five-Year Plan 

WYWLA courses cover WCPSS and UNC System graduation requirements.  With our Early College 

Program, we will also offer a fifth optional year before graduation.  This option will allow students to 

possibly earn two years worth of college credit.  

Grade Point Average (GPA) 

Weighted vs. Unweighted GPA 

Grade Academic *Honors *Early College *Advanced Placement 

A 4 4.5  4.5  5 

B 3 3.5 3.5 4 

C 2 2.5 2.5 3 

D 1 1.5 1.5 2 

F 0 0 0 0 

* These levels are weighted grade points.   

Calculating Your GPA 

Example GPA 

Course Credit Hours Grade Points Unweighted Points Weighted 

(H) Biology 1 A 4 4.5 

Spanish I 1 B 3 3 
(H) English I 1 B 3 3.5 
Totals 3  10 11 
 Divide by Credit 

Hrs. 
 10/3 = 3.33 11/3 = 3.66 

* Grade points are not earned until the course is completed. 

College Admissions 

Average GPAs of College Admitted Students 

School GPA Average 
NC State University 

 
4.28 

East Carolina University 
 

3.62 

NC A&T State University 
 

3.18 

UNC – Chapel Hill 
 

4.47 
 

Duke University 4.6 



What would your GPA be if classes ended last week? 

Course Credit Grade Grade Point (weighted) 

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

GPA 
 

   

 

What colleges are you interested in learning more about? 

1. ____________________________ 

2. ____________________________ 

3. ____________________________ 

What are their admissions requirements? (Visit www.cfnc.org ; www.collegeboard.org ; or individual 

undergraduate admissions websites) 

 

 

http://www.cfnc.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/


Transcripts 

1.  What is on your transcript?            

             

             

          

2. Where do I send my transcript?           

             

              

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS TIPS: 

What do admissions officers consider when 

reviewing an application? 

� Rigor of schedule relevant to what was available at your school (did you take the most  

challenging course load and did you do well?) 

� Grades (GPA both weighted & unweighted) 

� Class rank 

� SAT and/or ACT scores 

� Extra-curricular activities – Quality over Quantity! 

� Community/volunteer service 

� Recommendations from counselor and/or teacher(s) or other(s) – Importance of building relationships 

� Interview (not required by all schools) 

� Essay/Personal Statement (not required by all schools) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CFNC 
 

COLLEGE FOUNDATION OF NORTH CAROLINA 

www.CFNC.org  

“Helping you plan, apply and pay for college” 

  

College Foundation of North Carolina (CFNC) is a free service of the State of North Carolina that helps students 
plan, apply, and pay for college. CFNC is a partnership of Pathways, the N.C. State Education Assistance 
Authority, and College Foundation, Inc. 

 Resources Include: 

 Apply to any school in North Carolina online 

 Access Free SAT/ACT test prep 

 Explore colleges, careers and potential majors 

 Send transcripts 

 Learn about financial aid and scholarships 

 Utilize The College Redirection Pool, April – August.  (For students who have not applied or been 
accepted to college.) 

 Review additional resources for students and parents 
 

First, you will need to create an account, which takes about 5 minutes.  You will need to know your NCWISE 
number, home address, phone number, e-mail and what high school you attend. 

 After creating an account you will have access to all of the portals CFNC offers.  

   

Special Features: 

 Complete demographic, academic and extracurricular only once in your first college  
application.  This information is automatically populated in additional applications. 

 Save in-progress applications and return at a later date.   Access your applications from any computer 
with Internet access; therefore, can work on applications in multiple locations.  

 Ability to monitor application and transcript status. 

 Apply during College Application Week and forego college application fees of participating schools. 
 



MAKING CHOICES ABOUT COLLEGE 

Step One: Know yourself and your reasons for wanting to attend college 

● Identify your strengths and weaknesses 
● Analyze your interests and values 
● Visit the Career Development Coordinator’s office 
● Complete an Interest Inventory 
● Analyze your reasons for attending college: 

○ To achieve a personal goal 
○ To increase your earning power 
○ To prepare for a career and expand learning 
○ For extracurricular activities and social life 
○ Because of the influence of family and friends 

Step Two: Consider college characteristics 

● Majors and educational programs 
● Type of school and degrees offered 
● Admission policy:  Do you meet the admission, GPA and SAT/ACT requirements? 
● Location and size 
● Costs and availability of financial aid 
● College affiliation and accreditation 
● Campus activities 
● Academic reputation 

Step Three: List, compare and visit colleges 

● Compile information from several sources: 
○ College websites 
○ College representatives and college fairs 
○ Counselors and teachers 
○ Parents, students and alumni 

● Prepare a college comparison checklist (included in this packet) 
● Weigh advantages and disadvantages 
● Contact the admissions office for a visit to the campus 

Step Four: Apply for admission and observe deadlines 

● Narrow your choices to a list of four colleges (in the following fashion): 
○ One college- “sure thing”- you are overqualified and will be admitted 
○ Two colleges- “realistic choices” –you meet admission qualifications 
○ One college – “long shot” or “stretch” – you would really like to attend this college, but you may 

have a lower GPA, SAT score or class rank than is required or is lower than the average 
● Review college admission test requirements (SAT, ACT, TOEFL) 
● Know application fees and deadlines 
● Submit application materials 

○ Completed application for admission 
○ Application fee 
○ High school transcript 
○ Recommendations 



COLLEGE VISIT INFORMATION 

Perhaps the most influential factor in college selection is the campus visit.  A visit allows you to get a feel for the 
campus and to see if that college or university is a good “fit” for you.  It is tremendously important to visit the 
campus and to see the students, meet professors, visit residence halls, etc.  The best time to visit schools is 
when classes are in session.  Remember that campuses are not the same in the summer or on breaks as they are 
when students are around.  Also, do not let weather or other such factors impact how your visit goes.  

To plan a campus visit, you should visit the college’s website and register on-line for a visit; or, if that option is 
not available, call the Admissions Office.  Planning your visit in advance is strongly suggested.  

 The campus tour is a very important part of every campus visit.  Be sure to ask questions about the academic 
rigor, social environment, extracurricular activities, class sizes, housing options, etc. (See suggested questions 
below and on the next page.) 

 A quick note about dress:  be neat and comfortable, yet don’t create an issue with your appearance.  
Admissions officers do not expect you to wear a dress or a coat and tie unless you are participating in a formal 
interview.  

  

 

 

Suggestions For Your Visit 

1.  Verify admission requirements and discuss your chances for successful admission. 

2. Spend the night in the residence hall and sit in on some classes that interest you. 

3. Pick up a copy of the school newspaper. 

4. Read the course catalog and check the list of faculty, their degrees, and the courses  

taught.  Investigate your academic program by meeting with professors. 

5. If you are interested in playing a sport, set up a meeting with a coach.  The same goes 

for any other area of interest (music, theater, etc.). 

6. Find out about the quality of the Career Services Office. 

7. Talk with students on campus. 

8.         Ask about scholarships and financial aid. 



9.         Seek information on job placement rate or graduate school acceptance rate of the                   

 graduates from this college/university. 

Questions To Ask Your Campus Tour Guide 

1.  Do Professors or Teaching Assistants teach the classes? 

 How accessible are professors? 

2. How adequate is the library?   

Are you able to get the books you need when you need them? 

3. Tell me about housing options.   

Do many students live off campus? 

4. How competitive is the student body? 

5. What is the biggest issue on campus? 

6. Are certain courses harder to get into?   

If so, which ones in particular? 

7. What is the greatest shortcoming of this college?   

What do students complain about? 

8. Why did you choose this particular college?   

Do you still feel the same way about it? 

9.  What kind of students are most happy here?   

Least happy? 

10.    How can I find out the Graduate School admission rate and the Job Placement rate for 

students who have already completed my intended major? 

11.  What technology is required and how do I access technology support services? 

 

 

 

 



COLLEGE COMPARISON WORKSHEET 

  

College Name  
      

Location 
-distance from home 

      

Size 
-enrollment 

-physical size of campus 

      

Environment 
-type of school (2 or 4 yr., public or private) 

-setting (rural/urban) 

-location, size of nearest city 

-coed/single-sex 

-religious affiliation 

      

Admission Requirements 
-deadlines 

-tests required 

-special requirements 

-avg. GPA, rank, SAT/ACT 

-notification date 

      

Academics 
-my major offered 

-special requirements 

-accreditation 

      



-student-faculty ratio 

-avg. class size 

Expenses 

-tuition, room, board 

-books, fees, etc. 

-personal spending money 

-est. total budget 

-application fee, deposit 

      

Financial Aid 
-deadlines 

-required forms 

-percentage of students receiving aid 

-scholarships 

      

Housing 
-guaranteed freshman housing 

-types, sizes of halls 

-meal plans 

      

Activities 
-clubs, organizations 

-Greek life 

-athletics/intramurals 

-study abroad 

-other 

      

    

 

 



Summer Enrichment, Community Service and Volunteer Opportunities 

 Triangle Options:  http://www.carolinaparent.com/articlemain.php?Volunteer-and-

Community-Service-Opportunities-in-the-Triangle-3086 

 YMCA:  http://www.ymcatriangle.org/give/volunteer 

 Church work and mission trips 

 Wake County Libraries:  http://www.wakegov.com/libraries/services/teens/Pages/default.aspx 

 Activate Good:  http://activategood.org/opportunity 

 Summer Ventures – Deadline is January 31st! :  http://www.summerventures.org/ 

 NC Governor’s School – Junior Year Opportunity:  http://www.ncgovschool.org/ 

 College camps – Scholarships available! 

 Part-time employment:  Shows initiative and responsibility. 

PAYING FOR COLLEGE 

 

Methods of paying for college may include: Scholarships, Grants, Student Loans, Parent Loans, Work Study 
Programs, College Savings Plans, and other savings accounts. 

 

FINANCIAL AID AT A GLANCE 

Federal Student Aid ensures that all eligible individuals can benefit from federally funded financial assistance for 
education beyond high school.  It is possible to receive extra aid through: scholarships, grants, and loans. Federal 
Student Aid plays a central and essential role in supporting post-secondary education by providing money for 
college to eligible students and families. 

Today, Federal Student Aid performs a range of critical functions that include, among others: 

·      Educating students and families on the process of obtaining aid; 

·      Processing millions of student financial aid applications each year; 

·      Disbursing billions of dollars in aid funds to students through schools; 

 

http://www.carolinaparent.com/articlemain.php?Volunteer-and-Community-Service-Opportunities-in-the-Triangle-3086
http://www.carolinaparent.com/articlemain.php?Volunteer-and-Community-Service-Opportunities-in-the-Triangle-3086
http://www.ymcatriangle.org/give/volunteer
http://www.wakegov.com/libraries/services/teens/Pages/default.aspx
http://activategood.org/opportunity
http://www.summerventures.org/
http://www.ncgovschool.org/


The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is generally used for determining federal, state and 
institutional need-based aid eligibility.  The website is www.fafsa.ed.gov. This is a free application; it does not 
cost to apply for federal aid.  Other websites, such as fafsa.com, may charge you for completing their form.   

MERIT-BASED AND NEED-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS 

Merit-based scholarships are typically awarded for outstanding academic achievements, although some merit 
scholarships can be awarded for special talents, leadership potential, community involvement, or other personal 
characteristics.  Check with the colleges/universities you are considering for specific information concerning 
their many types of scholarships. 

Need-based scholarships are awarded on the basis of the financial need of the student.  The financial need is 
typically determined from the student’s completed FAFSA.   

The Scholarship Search:  There are a number of scholarship opportunities for students; the trick is finding which 
ones are applicable to your individual situation.  Page 30 of this booklet has numerous free websites to help you 
in your search. You should never pay for a scholarship or scholarship information.  

Search tips: 

 Start early in your search. 
 Contact the college financial aid/scholarship office. 
 Network: parents’ employers; your church; local sororities/fraternities; parents’ professional 

associations; local civic clubs 

 

  

 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/

