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Remind me about these tests?

◦ In October 2017, all sophomores took the pre-ACT and sophomores who paid and 

registered took the PSAT.

◦ The pre-ACT and PSAT are practice opportunities for the ACT and SAT, which are the 

standardized tests that most colleges require as a part of their applications for 

admission.

◦ Who will see my scores?

◦ You! 

◦ Your parents

◦ School staff (i.e. Mrs. di Carlo)

Who will not see my scores?

◦ Colleges and Universities



PSAT:  Practice SAT

◦ Materials Received:  Score Report (accessible online!) and Test Booklet

◦ Video Clip:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5i-bOhSzyig

◦ Take Home Points

◦ Take into account your effort when determining how valid your scores are.

◦ Most importantly, this is an EXCELLENT STUDY GUIDE for the SAT.  PLEASE use 

your access code to create your CUSTOMIZED test prep for the SAT through 

Khan Academy! 

◦ Can I take the PSAT again?

◦ Yes!  You can register in the fall of your junior year.  These test scores can 
qualify you for National Merit Scholarships! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5i-bOhSzyig


PSAT Continued

◦ You are receiving a hard copy of your score report, but you can also access your score 

report online.

◦ Beginning December 11th, students can access their PSAT scores online if they took this 

test in October. They can access their scores by following these 

instructions: https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-

10/scores/getting-scores . Information on how to read score reports and interpret 

scores can be found at: https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-

10/scores/understanding-scores . Score reports will serve as excellent study guides for 

the SAT, and students will also have the opportunity to link their score reports to Khan 

Academy for customized SAT prep!

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/scores/getting-scores
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/scores/understanding-scores


Pre-ACT:  Practice ACT

◦ Materials Received:  Score Report, Test Booklet and Explanation of Scores Booklet

◦ The PreACT Student Report shows your relative strengths and weaknesses in four subject 

areas important for success in college:  English, math, reading and science.

◦ Scores:  Each section is scored between 1 (lowest score) and 35 (highest score).  Think 

of each of your scores as a RANGE, not as a precise point.

◦ Your Composite Score is an average of your four scores.

◦ Compare the ACT Readiness Benchmarks to your PreACT Score Ranges.

◦ Take Home Points:

◦ Take into account your EFFORT when you assess the validity of your scores.

◦ You can use the career exploration tool at www.actprofile.org to search for information about 

occupations that sound good to you.

http://www.actprofile.org/


Next Steps

◦ SAT and ACT Preparation:  You cannot cram for these exams!

◦ Check out Mrs. di Carlo’s SAT and ACT Planning Guide at 
https://wywlacounselor.weebly.com/sat--act-prep.html .

◦ Helpful and FREE Prep Options:  Khan Academy (especially for the SAT) and CFNC 
(College Foundation of North Carolina) at www.cfnc.org .

◦ The majority of students begin taking the SAT and ACT in spring of their junior year.

◦ It is IDEAL to complete all of your testing by October of your senior year.  Why?

◦ Most students take one or both of these exams 2 times each.  Why?

◦ How many times a year is each exam given?  Reference testing schedule.

◦ How to I register for these exams?

◦ Online!  SAT:  www.collegeboard.org

◦ ACT:  www.actstudent.org

https://wywlacounselor.weebly.com/sat--act-prep.html
http://www.cfnc.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/

